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A RECENTLY-HELD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EXCELLENCE IN SCHOOL EDUCATION FOCUSED
ON INTRODUCING POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE SCHOOL EDUCATION SYSTEM. NEHA BHATIA REPORTS

CANesh Chandra

ith the Right to Education Act
‘;i; coming into effect, prioritis-
ing excellence in school edu-

cation needs to be recognised.

According to Kapil Sibal, minister,
human resouree development, there is
an urgent need to constantly evaluate
and push the boundaries of the pri-
mary and secondary education system.

Sibal was speaking at a three.day
international conference, “Excellence
in School Edueation® held at IIT
Delhi. The event saw a broad spec-
trum of disecussicns related to school
education. This is the second annual
conference bringing together 00 par-
ticipants from the academic sector
across the country

The conference brought together
leaders and policy-makers to discuss
the challenges being faced inside and
outside the classrooms. The broad
objective of this conference was to
explore issues of leadership, systems
and processes, and curricula pedagogy
and assessment.

The concerns addressed in the semi-
nar ranged from school and society to
the emerging domain of school leader-
ship, effective leadership, learning
organism vs crganisation, school man-
agement processes, growth with quali-
ty, ete. With school principals as the
primary audience, the sessions focused
on the changing roles and responsibili-
ties of principals. from mere head-
mistresses to change-agents. from
administrators to leaders,

Vinayshil Gautam, conference chair-
man, emphasised that strong academic
leadership can result in making the
school education system more creative
and interactive. That, Gautam
atressed, would ultimately lead to posi-
tive institutional changes in the school
education system.

More than hundred papers were pre-
sented during the threeday confer-
ence, making definitive recommenda-

Epucarion

that include quality of education.
developing new teaching eurriculum
and innovative methods of teaching
and assessment.

Harish Chandhary, conference coor-
dinator, said, “The conference attempts
to push the boundaries of our thinking
capabilities for improvements in
quality school edu-
cation. This is our
gmall effort  of

tions to develop academic leadership,
case studies of successful teaching
models and documenting best prac-
tices followed internationally
Elaborating more about the case
studies, Surendra Prasad, directorn I17T-
Delhi shared, “*The schools must foster
freedom of thought and engage the
child in under-
standing, challen
ing au-:lgnnplmrufg QUAI.IW IN
social and econom-
ic structures. The izsues of manage-
ment of education need to be answered.
Schools have grown in size and com-
plexity As a more informed parent
body raises the issues of relevance and
accountability the challenges are many
with few models of success. The needs
of different demographic groups clear.
Iy differ from one another The case
studies presented in this conference
have been carefully selected to repre-
sent schools that have successfully
responded to the needs of the first, sec.
and and the third generation learners.”
The conference also addressed issues

nstituting positive
change in the school education systerm.”

As part of the deliberations of the
workshop, participants were remindecd
of the primary role of education — to
develop competent citizens equipped to
confront the realities of the next gener-
ation. With this central thesis, ideas
were developed and shared.

Speakers at the conference included
Vinayshil Gautam, Shantha Sinha,
Mathew Rich, Anthony Denapoli,
Grace Pinto, Raja Ram Sharma, G8
Madhav Rao, Govinda, AK Sharma,
Atul Temurnikar, Peter McLaughlin
and Sunil Batra, among others.
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NEW PARTNERSHIPS

¥ale  Uniwversity, Indian  Institute  of
Management (IIMi)-Kozhikode, and Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT-Kanpur has
recently formed a partnership. & memorandum
of understanding was signed by Richard Levin

{President of Yale University). Debashis
Chatterjee (director of IIM-Kozhikode), and
Sanjay Dhande (director of IIT-Kanpur) on
October 28,
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- Semesters
here to stay,

says new VC
of Delhi Univ

- MNeha Pushkarna | Tram

MNew Delhi: The semester
system is not only here to
stay; it will soon be expand-
ed further in Delhi Univer-

sity, despite teachers’ resis-’

" tance to it.

Speaking to TOI in his
first interview to the media
after taking charge, new DUJ
wvice-chancelloxr Dinesh
Singh said the curriculum
of more courses wolutld soon
be revised to enable a switch
to thhe semester system in
the next session. He added
that he was open to sugges-
tions and due process wollld
be followed for implemen-
tation of the system at the
undergraduate level.

Teachers have been up in
arms against the universi-
ity for implementing semes-

Has the university -
g3 changed itS
stand? 1t =

hasn’t. I alone
can’'t take a
decision

- EXCLUSIVE
ters in 13 science courses in
this session — a watered.

down decision from the uani-
versity’'s original roadmap
of a complete switch to se-
mesters from 2010-11.

Asked if the semester
system would continue in
these courses, Singh said,
“Has the university changed
its stand? It hasn'"t. I alone
can’t take a decision.”

He further said that stu-
cdents” interest was his top

I priority and the revision of -
Ccurricualum would be taken

. up in due course of time.
) If all goes as per the orig-
inal plan, he said, semesters
in the rest of the under-
graduate courses should be
Iintroduced sirmmultaneously
frrom the 2011-12 session.
“"We will start the process
soonn. Ideally, all courses
should be taken up at one go.
It (semesters) is a national
policy,”” Singh said.
Teachers have been prot-
esting against the system,
saying that the new mode of
assessment was introduced
without their consultation
or approval.
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66 e study as we go,” says Gayle

‘7‘; Allard, a professor of

Economic Development at the

IE Business School in Madrid. Her four

_children, Elisabeth, Jose, Christian and

Victoria Bolorinos nod in agreement, while
«lining at Taj Mount Road in Chennai.

To begin with, let us intreduce the
Semester At Sea programme; started in
1963 by the Institute for Shipboard
Education (a non-profit organisation),
which has organised and created a series of
international voyage-based learning expe-
riences, for students of colleges and uni-
versities from across the world. The objec-
tive is simple — to allow the students to
read for the courses that they have selected,
against the backdrop of international trav-
el and an understanding of the various
facets of their chosen research areas, in the
context of real-world situations. MV

Explorer is a 25,000 tonne, seven-decked
cruiser that can carry up to 836 students.

Christian Bolorinos, who is studying
Graphic Design, will read on Indian Art,
during the time that he is docked in
Chennai. Victoria Bolorinos, his sister, is
reading Creative Writing and will under-
take a session in understanding Indian
Poetry. Similarly, for those students who
have enrolled for (or are interested in)
Business and Economic Development, the
programme organised the enboard visit of
members of the Tata Group,

As for the extent and intensity of the
Explorer’s travels, Allard lists out the coun-
tries that the students have set foot on,
since setting off in September. “We first
docked at Canada and then crossed the
Atlantic to go to Spain, Morocco, Ghana,
South Africa, Mauritius and India. We
leave Chennai on the October 27 and will

ON LAND AND IN REGULAR CLASSES
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head te Vietnam, Singapore, Hong Kong,
Shanghai, Kobe and Yokohama, before
heading back home.”

Furthermore, the 600-odd students and
staff aboard the Explorer (the number does
not include the crew) have been lucky
enough to have with them The Most
Reverend Dr Desmond Tutu, Archbishop
Emeritus of Cape Town. The universally-
acclaimed statesman, who was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1984, is hugely popular
among the students. “It has been an inered-
ibly wonderful experience having him on
board. Despite his age, he gets up early
every morning and has breakfast with the
students. His mere presence is such an
inspiration,” says Elisabeth.

* The set of courses offered on each voy-
age, Allard says, is decided by the
University of Virginia and constitutes. a

syllabus and pedagogy that is no less rigpf- .

THE SET OF COURSES OFFERED ON EACH VOYAGE IS DECIDED BY THE UNIVERSTTY OF VIRGINIAAND
CONSTITUTES A SYLLABUS AND PEDAGOGY THAT IS NO LESS RIGOROUS, WERE THE STUDENTS STILL

(Left to Right) Christian Bolorinos, Victoria
Bolerinos, Gayla Allard, Elisabeth Bolorinos and
Jose Bolorinos

ous, were the students still on land and in
regular classes. Apart from the classes,
projects and exams (all of which, the stu-
dents sheepishly admit, are prepared for at
the last minute), interested students are
given the opportunity to take part in any
other projects they wish to. “For example,”
Elisabeth adds, “a group of American stu-
dents built a water-purifier and donated it
to a village in Ghana.”

Each classroom is equipped with flat-
screen televisions, DVD players and wire-
less internet access and the ship itself is
fitted with a range of laboratories and
libraries. In addition to detailing the more
academic pursuits possible, Christian adds,
“We also have recreational facilities — a
host of board games, a swimming pool, a
gym and even a basketball court.”

So, how easy (or difficult) is it going to
school on the seas? Jose and Elisabeth
explain, in unison, “The programme really
only works if the student has an open mind
about the world around him. He/she has to
be perceptive, curious and culturally sensi-
tive. Unfortunately, not all the students are
that open to new experiences.” Jose contin-
ues, “A couple of days before we dock

, at each country, we have one or two

students from that country host a few
sessions where we’re given basic informa-
tion about the place — safety tips, cultural
orientation, ete.”

Allard explains, “As faculty members, we
spend a lot of time (far more than we do
otherwise) researching into the specifics of
each country’s problems and highlights.
For example, when I teach my class, we will
read Indian economic policy and employ-
ment issues while we are actually docked at
Chennai. That way we can instruct the stu-
dents while keeping context in mind.” For
the statistically inclined, there are well
over 35 professors onboard, teaching sub-

Jects from Anthropology to Theatre and

Religious Studies.

Incidentally, did you know that there are
no Saturdays or Sundays while at sea? Or
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and so
on, “It can become very difficult to actually

- remember days and dates if you're at sea

for long periods of time; so, instead of all
that we have A and B days. For example, we
start with A day. The next is B... the next is
A again and so on. That’s all! The only prob-
lem,” Jose admits, “is that we sometimes
forget which is A and which is B!”



INFRASTRUCTURE IS A HUGE LETDOWN’

hree days ago, when professor
Dinesh Singh took over as the new
Dethi University vice-chancellor;
right in the middle of the semester
imbroglio, all sections of the
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“OUR RESEARCH FACILITIES ARE GOOD BUT

Photos: Anind:

hattopadhyay

are fulfilled and they are given enough
encouragement.

DU is one of the least expensive
universities. Do you think student

university hoped that this is one fee needs to be hiked?
problem the mathematician would That's not my concern right now. DU
solve well. The withdrawing of the is not short of -funds.

teachers’ strike following the HC or-
der could not have come at a more op-
portune moment for the new VC.

But in a freewheeling interview with
Neha Pushkarna at his Kalkaji
home, DU’s man of the moment
conceded he has no magic solutigns.
Excerpts:

‘What was your first reaction as you
took over as the VC of one of the
biggest universities in the country?
Ihad a strange feeling of calm, I re-
membered my father who is no more.

Students in all colleges
must have access to good
laboratories, libraries,
recreation facilities and

Are the funds allocated to the uni-
versity enough? Or do you think
DU is the pampered one here?
Government has been very generous
to us. It's not being pampered, we need
the money. Lot of infrastructure is
coming up in the university.

‘What changes can we expect?

The Dhaka campus close to north cam-
pus will have some extraordinary hos-
tels for girls and boys and also facul-
ty accommodation. It will be a mini-
campus in itself. These will be un-
dergraduate hostels and I will make
sure that students from all colleges
get a quota there. Since the Metro will

We plan to use IT.
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Students will not have .
to sitin the same
classroom. They can
sit in adjacent rooms and a

teachers should have a decent office -
space. How else can they do quality
research? There should be better
funding and technology for colleges

TAKING OVER IN TROUBLED TEMES: The semester impasse is far from over and DU's international ranking has slipped

In a way my career has run parallel
to his. He was also a professor of
maths in DU. He had also become the
pro-vice-chancellor and then the vice-
chancellor of Delhi University for a
brief period in 1980. He signed my
wife's degree and also my sister’s. I
have also taken up the same positions.

You have joined at a time when the
varsity is going through turbulence.
Will the stand-off between teachers
and the university end now?

1 will work with a spirit of coopera-
tion. We need to work together for the
betterment of the university. I am

_open to suggestions but the students

dnterest will be the uppermost for me.

Will there be semesters or the an- -

nual mode at undergraduate level?
Has the university changed its stand?
Ithasn’t. 1 alone can’t take a decision.

The implementation of OBC quo-
ta is complete but the infrastruc-
ture in many coll

stops DU from creating new brands?
Ihave a plan for that. Students in all
colleges must have access to good
laboratories, libraries, recreation
facilities and teachers should have a
decent office space. How else can
they do quality research? There
should be better funding and tech-
nology for colleges.

is still not adequate.
How do you plan to
solve the problem of
overcrowding in classrooms and
lack of space? X

For that, we plan to use IT. Students
will not have to sit in the same class-
room. They can sit in adjacent class-
rooms and a large screen will be put up
there, They can see the teacher on the
screen even if he/she is in another
room. The lecture will also get record-
ed this way so fhat the teacher can work
on it later. We will make it happen soon.

‘ Though the admission process has

been reformed and made simpler in
the last few years, students still vie

"+’ for only a handful of colleges. What

TO1 EXCLUSIVE

DU’s ranking was 254
in @S World Universi-
ty Ranking in 2007
which slipped to 371 this year.
What are your plans to take the
university to global standards?

Our research facilities are good but
infrastructure is a huge letdown, The
quality of our students is also one of
the best in the world. But we will have
to become moare professional. We need
a website which is more user-friend-
1y. The university, I feel, often misses
out on the credit due to it for the re-
search work done by the college fac-
ulty. They after all are a part of the
university and for that we have to
make sure that teachers feel a greater

large screen will be put up .,
there. They can see the !
‘teacher on the screen even -
if he/she is in another

room. The lecture will get
recorded so the teacher

can work on it later

be close by, students from all colleges
can stay there and know about dif-
ferent colleges from each other.

‘What do you think about the com-
mon entrance test for all univer-
sities as proposed by the MHRD?
I'think it makes a lot of sense. It's te-
dious for students to go through dif-
ferent tests.

Do you think teachers’ perform-
ance should be evaluated by stu-
dents? :

There should be constant interaction
between students and teachers to learn
about each other There should be a pro-
cedure by which a teacher can know
what students think...Did I teach slow
or should I have referred to more books?

sense of attachment, their missions It is important to have a critic around.
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PEOPLE SPEAK

WE MUST LET STUDENTS DECIDE

I think the incident should have been
handled more sensitively than the way
it was done. Time has changed now we
must trust our students and let them de-
cide what is good for them. And if any-
thing offensive happened, let the college
administration take appropriate action.
Nothing can be achieved by suspending

IITS WON'T TAKE LIP

o APRIL 2010 - The vice chancellor of
‘Tamil Nadu MGR Medical University pro-
posed a dress code for students to render
the campus “sex-less”. The idea angered
students, educationists and parents alike.

« JUNE 2009 - Four women's colleges in

Kanpur - Dayanand Degree College,

or criticising the students. Acharya Narendra Dev College, Sen Balika
AK Ghosh, professor; IIT Kharagpur College, Johari Degree College —banned
students from weanng)eans on campus to

ALL FESTS ARE MONITORED check eve teasing,

All fests are monitored. There is a whole
bunchof faculty that guide students from

_* MAY 2007 - Student C Mohan of Ma-

haraja Sayajirao University was arrested

yof 22

dimetotime Thishanpensacrseal s, 1he moral brigade has targeted the IITs this time — a contest named ‘Love, Lips and Lipstick’ at IIT-
e el aomeant oomete  Roorkee’s annual fest caused protests and invited action, but students and teachers feel that's unfair

for exhibiting erotica artwork. The dean
and the fine arts department went into hid-

over, there are less chances of vulgarity

or obscenity because usually, the faculty
is involved in the fests.

Shashi Mathur, dean of students,

IT Delhi

A LOT MORE HAPPENS DURING

. RAGGING, THIS IS A NON-ISSUE

lftheideaishnmedtoﬁmandmmlsno

vulgarity, then there is no problem. There

is a lot more that happens while ragging,

this is trivial, a non-issue actually
Ishaan Gupta, student, IIT Delhi

STUDENTS ARE OLD ENOUGH TO
DECIDE HOW TO BEHAVE
1T is an old and venerated institution. 1
don’t see the necessity of any political
party interfering with what is going on
inside its campus. From my experience
at the college, it generally used to hap-
pen that when students got together,
they would organise impromptu events
just to have fun. Il any case, students
are old and mature enough at this stage
without anybody interfering and telling
them how to behave,

Gaurav Kapoor, 2003 batch

alumnus from IT-R

* Anjail Chandra and Renu Singh | TNN

t was an impromptu idea that turned into a har-

rowing experience for students at IIT-Roorkee’s

annual cultural festival Thomso. On Thursday,
the fest had a contest named ‘Love, Lips and Lip-
stick’ where boys holding lipsticks in their mouths
had to apply it on their girl partners. But as soon as
this news got out, youth groups in the state staged
protests against the “obscene
competition”, demanding ac-
tion against the institute.

A complaint was regis-
tered at the local police sta-
tion too. Deputy SP Kamlesh
Upadhyay, in charge of the
investigation, said, “We acted
on a complaint we received
and sent a suo moto notice to

! 3 i
the IIT administration ask-  The ‘Lipstick’ event at IT-Roorkee TV immediately left the insti-

ing them about action taken

inthis regard. The authorities replied that students
involved have been suspended. The event’s organ-
isers say this event wasn'’t in the original schedule,
and was inserted by some students. ’I‘hey‘ve set up
acommittee to look into the matter.” A dean of the
institute, when contacted, said, “I have noth.’lng to
add or delete to what the police has told you.”

NETA NATTER

Uttarakhand education minister Govind Singh

Bisht has ordered an inquiry, saying they wouldn’t
“tolerate any obscenity”. While ABVP

Raj Singh Pundir has threatened to “lock the II'T!
gates if no action is taken,” Manoranjan Mishra of
Bhartiya Janata Yuva Morcha says that they can't
“condone this even in the name of modernity”
WHAT RUBBISH, SAY STUDENTS

Students have reacted strongly to this wave of moral
policing on campus. B.Tech student Anshad Goswa-
R \ - mi, a member of the organising
committee at Thomso-10, says,
“This was an informal event and
student participation was volun-
tary; no ITian was involved. We
didn’t think it would become
controversial. It wasn’t decent
s butits representation has left all

tute.” Chirag Sidana, BTech stu-
dent at ITK, says, “We are mature enough to decide s
what’s good and bad for us. It should be left to stu-
dents todecide what sort of events they want in t.heu‘
cultural fest.” And the teacher and the taught agree

clips were shown repeatedly on g
;

on this. On conditions of anonymity, an IT-R teacher § g -

said, “I don’t see the reason for all this hullabaloo. é
How are youngsters supposed to have fun? This en- 3
tire event has been completely misrepresented.” -

Inputs from Caroline 0'Cruz >

students hurt. Girls whose video §
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Lab-made liver raises hope

Breakthrough May Lead To Customized Transplant Organs

London; In a breakthrough which
could pave the way for customised
transplant organs for patients, sci-
entists claim to have successfully
grown miniature human livers in
the laboratory.

An international team led by
Wake Forest Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine in North Caroli-
na in the US, created working liv-
ers the size of a walnut by sowing
seeds of human cells onto scaffolds
derived from animal livers.

The original cells were subse-
quently replaced with immature
human liver cells before being fed
nutrients and oxygen in a biore-
actor; and, after a week in the lab-
oratory bioreactor, the livers
seemed to he growing and func-
tioning like a normal human or-
gan, say the scientists.

According to them, the research
raises the prospect of growing liv-
ers that can be transplanted into
patients or used to test the safety
of experimental drugs.

Team member Pedre Baptista

An international team,
“led by US scientists,
created working livers
the size of a walnut
by sowing seeds of
human cells onto
scaffolds derived from
animal livers

said: “Our hope is that once these
organs are transplanted, they will
maintain and gain function as they
continue to develop.”

The new research was present-
ed at the annual meeting of the
American Association for the Study
of Liver Diseases in Boston on Sat-
urday, where the scientists ex-
plained how they had first stripped
the cells away from ferret livers us-
ing a mild detergent, leaving only
the collagen support structure,

This scaffold, which provided
shape and structure for the new liv-
ers, were then “seeded” with hu-

man liver cells that were intro-
duced using the blood vessel net-
work that remains intact after the
decellularisation process.
However, it could take five or
more years for the technology to
find its way from the laboratory
into hospitals, say the scientists.
The next step, explained the sci-
entists, is to see if the laboratory-
grown organs will continue to func-

- tion after they have been trans-

planted into animals. Only then
will it be possible even to consider
their use in humans.

“We are excited about the pos-
sibilities this research represents,
but must stress that we're at an ear-
1y stage and many technical hur-
dles must be overcome before it
could benefit patients.

“Not only must we learn how
to grow billions of liver cells at

. one time in order to engineer livers

large enough for patients, but we
must determine whether these or-
gans are safe to use in patients,”
said project director Shay Soker. eni

ing too in fear of right wing activists.
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India’s first South Pole
expedition on climate

New Delhi: India’s first na-
tional expedition to the South
Pole to study climate change
patterns over the past few
hundred years will be flagged
off on Monday, Science and
technology minister Prithvi-
raj Chavan will flag off the
expedition on November 1to
Kick off the internationat cel-
ehrations of the centenary
of the first man to reach the
South Pole in 1911.

Being led by Dr Rasik
Ravindra, 62, this is the first
time that India is leading a
40-day expedition to the
South Pole. The team will
leave for Maitri, India’s sec-
ond permanent research sta-
tion in Antarctica, and will
be back in mid-December.

It will conduct various
scientific experiments on
their way to the South Pole,

including raising short
cores at regular spacing
along Maitri for the study of
variability of snow chem-
istry and particulate matter.

The team will also study
bed rock topography and
sub-surface ice structure,
glacial-geomorphological
landforms along the plateau.
It will collect meteorclogi-
cal parameter along the
2000-km long traverse, data
on atmospheric aeroscl and
magnetic data. |

The eight-member expe-
dition team will bring sam-
ples, which will give vital in-
formation about climate
change that has taken place
in the last thousands of years.
The news of India’s maiden
expedition to South Pole is
well received by Antarctic
Treaty nations. TN
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“An alarm clock
that helps beat
the blues with

a fake dawn

London: Now, vou can beat the
blues with a fake davwn, thanks
to an alarm clock.
The new clock invented by
“a British firm creates an arti-
ficial dawn that cures a de-
pressive illness, seasonal af-
fective disorder.
Cambridge-based Lumie in-
sists its davwn simulator Body-
clock Active clock can banish
the blues. “Simply set the time
voul need to be awake and
choose your sunrise length —
15, 20, 30, 45, 60 or 90 minutes.
The light inside Bodyclock Ac-
tive will gradually start to
brighten up over your chosen
sunrise length to provide you
with your own personal sunrise.
“By the desired wake-up
time, the light will be at its full
brightness and yvou will have
woken up naturally and gently,
the way nature intended,” the
a spokesman of the firm said.
The firm claims this bene-
fits a person’s body clock so vou
wake up feeling refreshed at the
time of your choosing. As a
back-up alarm, vou can also
choose a dawn chorus of bird-
SONg Oor roosters crowing. et
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Of mice and men: A space odyssey
for rats on Dlscovery s last voyage

Washington: When the .

space shuttle Discovery lifts
off on its final flight next
week, its six astronauts will
be accompanied by an un-
usual team of co-passengers
— 16 rodents,

The rodents, who will be
on a historic mission of their
own, would be part of a sci-
entific experiment to inves-
tigate spaceflight-induced im-
mune-system impairment
which makes astronauts vul-
nerable to infection by virus-
es and bacteria.

Nasa has been studying
the phenomenon aboard its
space shuttles for more than
25 years, collecting data from
laboratory animals and as-
trenauts themselves.

The new mouse experi-
ment — a collaboration be-
tween teams at the Universi-

REUTERS

COUNTDOWN: Discovery's last
launch has been rescheduled
for November 3, due t¢ a leak
in the space shuttle’s orbital
mangceuvring system ‘

ty of Texas Medical Branch
(UTMB) at Galveston and
Nasa’s Ames Research Centre

in California — will be the fi-.
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Eating almonds can help
fight off virus: Study

ant to keep common cold and flu at bay?

Eat almonds every day, for a recent study
has found that eating the nuts could help the
body to fight off viral infections. Researchers
from the Institute of Food Research in Norwich in
the United Kingdom and Italy’s Policlinico -
Universitario have found that naturally occurring
chemicals found in the skin of almands boost the
human immune system's response to viral
infections, The study revealed that almond skins
improved the ability of the white blood cells to
detect viruses while also increasing the body's
ability to prevent viruses from replicating and so
spreading inside the body.

nal immunelogy investigation
planned for the shuttle pro-
gramme, a UTMB release said.

“Since the Apollo missions,
we have had evidence that as-
tronauts have increased sus-
ceptibility to infections dur-
ing flight and immediately
post-flight — they seem more
vulnerable to cold and flu
viruses and urinary tract in-
fections,” said Roberto Garo-
falo, a professor at UTMB
Health and principal investi-
gator for the project.

“We want to discover what
triggers this increased sus-
ceptibility to infection, with
the goal both of protecting the
astronauts themselves and
people with more vulnerable
immune systems here on
Earth, such as the elderly and
young children,” Garofalo
added. /1
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E-helper to facilitate DU
students prepare for exams

Joyeeta Ghosh

W {oyesta ghosh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi University’s
Institute of Life Long Learning
(ILLL), in its endeavour to help
students beyond the class-
rooms, had launched an e-learn-
ing portal in June this year that
will have two new features soon.

The portal, which has fea-
tures such as e-quizzes, e-lec-
tures, e-labs and e-lessons and
e-classes, has come up with e-
helper and e-paper to help stu-
dents prepare for the exami-
nations hetter.

E-helper will have web pages
dedicated to each discipline
with questions and answers, A
panel of experts will not only
help students answer the
queries but will also advise stu-
dents on which books to refer.

“This feature will make the
portal more interactive. The

Idea is not only to put up e-les-
""sonis, Taétures And quizzes for

Proparation of

Step 1: Take & chean civina dish and rinse €
distiind water,

& &

» A web grab of Dethi University’s
e-learning portal

reference but also receive feed-
back from students and help
them understand the lessons
better;” said AK Bakshi, diree-
tor of ILLL.

Another new feature is the :

g-paper, which is similar to a
question bank. Students can
refer to a compilation of ques-
tion papers over the years for

each subject topic wise. “It will

have an exhaustive range of
questions not only from DU but
other as well,” added Bakshi.

- Interactive crossword, anew
addition, has also been made to
the e-quizzes section of the por-
tal. With the new addition, the
section will have crosswords
that will have around 10-across
and 10-down one-sentence
questions whose answers shall
be of one word.

At present, these crosswords
are available for chemistry and
commerce, but will soon be
available for other disciplines
too. A hint feature provides the
student alphabets of the cor-
rect answer one by one.

The crosswords will help the
students learn the key words,
phrases and their meaningina
funilled manner. All the new
features, which are primarily
designed for the undergradu-
ate students, are expected to
be operational within the next
15 days.
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Indo-US varsity

incentives set for launch

A countdown: Part Il
Charu Sudan Kasturi

a charu kasturi®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India and the US have
finalised the contours of the
Singh-Obama 21st Century
Knowledge Initiative. Details of
the ambitious project may be
unveiled during US President
Barack Obama’s visit in early
November.

Indian and US universities
that establish partnership pro-
grammes will be eligible for fina-
ncial grants from the two gov-
ernments under the project.

Tiding over differences over
implementation, India and the
US have agreed to form a joint
working group (dWG) to pick
the universities that will receive
awards, sources said.

Earlier, India wanted the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) to implement the proj-
ect while the US wanted the
United States-India Educational

Foundation (USIEF) in charge.
" The Initiative was announced
by Obama during Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's

KNOWLEDGE INITIATIVE

» Each country will provide $5 -
~ million over a five-year period. -
» The USIEF will dishursethe . -
- US grant to American institu-
" tions picked by the JWG, while
- Indian institutions selected will
“be awarded grants by the UGC
- w US will pay selected universi- -
ty a grant between $200,000
and $250,000 for partnership
- programmes over three years -
- ¢ US institutions that include - -
training for Indian faculty
" members will be get prefarence

visit to the US last November.
Despite repeated talks, the two
countries have only recently
firmed up the project.
“President Obama’s visit was
our deadline to finalise the proj-
ect which both the President
and PM Singh are very keen
on,” a source said, India and the
US are also working on setting
up an Indo-US higher educa-
tion council that will consist of
senior government and non-gov-
ernment representatives.
~ India and the US have tradi-
tionally had strong education-
al ties. Most top Indian higher
educational institutions have
partnerships with reputed
American institutions.

deals

But both governments have
concluded that they need to
incentivise partnerships —
especially in collaborative
research and faculty training —
more, especially because of the
adverse impact of the recession
on American institutions.

“The incentives are critical

" to continue and further build

our ties because the recession
has forced top US universities
to reconsider their financial bot-
tom-line. We do not want the
recession to hurt Indo-US edu-
cational ties,” a source said.
Under the Initiative, each
country will provide $ 5 million
over a five-year period. The
USIEF will disburse the US
grant to American institutions
picked by the JWG, while Indian
institutions selected will be
awarded grants by the UGC.
The US will pay each select-
ed university a grant between
$200,000 and $250,000 for part-
nership programmes over three

years, “We recognise that fac- .

ulty development is a key area
of concern in India and that we
can aide India in that respect..”
the official said.

Institutions that have identi-
fied their partner universities
will be given preference during
selections,” sources said.

TOMORROW: AGENDA
FOR AGRICULTURE
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Half the world is exposed to
smoke from biomass fuel,
three times more than the

number of smokers

Financial Express ND 01/11/2010

We would like a lot more chimneys

tries, smoking is the largest risk
factor, accounting for 73% of COPD
mortality, while in low and middle in-
come countries smoking is related to
40% of COPD mortality and another
35% is due to indoor smoke from cook-
ingwith biomass fuels.

Led by the western world, the nega-
tiveimpact of smokinghasbeenaccept-
ed and there has been significant,
though still not sufficient, government
intervention, even in India—through
taxes, ruleson smokinginpublicplaces,
etc. But there is another larger, much
more vulnerable set of population at

"20101S THE Year of the Lung with Octo-

ber 14 marked for the first time ever as
World Spirametry Day, a day to check
your lung function. This day is just a
reminder that while chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease (asthma, chron-
ic bronchitis, etc) or COPD is currently
thefourthleading cause of death world-
wide, it is predicted to move up to third
place in another two decades, overtak-
ing TB and HIV. What is important to
note is that each country has to seek its
own solutions as there is significant
difference in the factors behind COPD
across countries. In high-income coun-

Schools need to integrate new technology into their MBA
teaching. But doing so still involves plenty of trial and error

risk in developing countries. Half the
world, about 3 billion people, is exposed
to smokefrom biomassfuel, three times
more than the number of smokers.
Within these households, it is the
womenand infantswhobear thehighest
‘burden of smoke, as they hover around
the stoves.

How widespread is the problem in
India? More than 60% of rural house-
holds usefirewood for cooking, 14 % use
dung cakes, and 13 % use straw, shrubs,
grass, etc. Even in urban India, where
LPG is the preferred fuel for cooking,
almost a quarter of households use
wood as cooking fuel. LPG, which is the

Fuel used for cooking

{ Place for cooking
i % of households

indoors, no separateroom : 27
i separate bultding
Outdoors

Source: NFHS-3,2005-06

Urban
doors, in separate room

hers

safest fuel, has the lowest use in rural
households and in states like Bihar,
Orissa, Jharkhand, Meghalaya and
Chhattisgarh, less than 10% of all the
households use LPG.

Despite an already bloated subsidy
bill, there is a proposal by the oil min-
istry tosubsidise gas connectionstothe
rural poor, by waiving the security de-
positof Rs1,400per connection. Theaim
is to cover 10 million new gas connec-
tions in villages every year til12015,and
the subsidy is tobe shared by the Centre
and the oil PSUs’ CSR funds. But it is
unclear whether the gas cylinder will
thereafter be subsidised enough to
make it affordable to the poor. Given the
large number of households that need
to be covered, the financial viability of
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sucha programme has to be wellunder-
stood at both the macro and the micro
Jevel before implementation. X

If LPG is not a financially viable
option, what is the solution then for
indoor smoke? It is important to under-
stand the local context in which house-
holds use solid fuels, to see where
change can be affected easily and effec-
tively. The problem is worst for those
poor households that cook in the same
room they live in, that make up a third
of India’s rural households. In both
urban and rural areas, 9 in10 house-
holds that use biomass fuels cook on an
open fire, without diverting the smoke
through a chimney NFHS 2005-06
showed a higher prevalence of TB in
households that do not have a special

room for cooking and also found much

cooking different kinds of food and

ifferent, ooking

lower levels among h holds that

have a chimney compared to those that
didnot. Thesurvey, however,didnotfind
a correlation between overcrowding
and TBlevels, pointingtothepresenceof.
thechimneyasthebi i
lower TB prevalence.

Thefactthatindoorsmokeisahealth
hazard has been on the government
radar for many decades now, and a
smokeless chutha with chimney has
been included in the houses provided
under the Indira Awas Yojana. But de-
spite numerous programmes and NGO
intervention, smokeless chulhas have
not been adopted in large numbers.
Researchers who have cared enough to
investigate put down a number of rea-
sons for this. Adoption of smokeless
chulhas is higher in households where
women make thedecisiontochangeand
where women have higher schooling
levels. In many households, there is
resistance to change, concerns about
maintenance, non-compatibility with
the fuel of choice, etc. Experience at
ARTI (Appropriate Rural Technology
Institute) shows that a successful stove
isonethatworks withdifferentbiomass
fuels, adapts to people’s needs when

on

vessels. Thedesignof thechimneyisal-'
so important; it should be easy to trans-
port, assemble, clean and repair. Above
all, the entire cooking mechanism has
tofitin with thelifestyle and location of
thehousehold. AsSEWA hasdi ed
in Gujarat, what is most important is
notjust training women to use the new
chulha properly, but also interacting
withthemovertimetoensurethatthere
iscorrectuseand maintenance.

It is vital that the government recog-
nises that a top-down, one-size-fits-all
approach will not yield results. Thank-
fully, there is aray of light here. As part
of its National Biomass Cookstove
Initiative, the new and renewable
energy ministry has recently tied up
with ITT Delhi and the X Prize Founda-
tion to launch a global cook-stove com-
petition. Greatercollaborationbetween
the government and NGOs working in
thisareawillgoalongway ininnovating
to reduce the burden of COPD and
improve life for women and infants in
the poorest of Indian households.

Theauthor is chief economistal
Indicus Analytics Pvt Ltd

"

seas participants in class discussions,
although further refinement is needed
before it can accommodate large num-
bers of folk joiningall at once.
INSEAD, which has campuses in
France and Singapore, as well as an ex-

ecutive education centre in Abu
Dhabi, has turned to Second Life, a -
popular virtual world, to help bring
students together. It has constructed a
cyber campus in which its MBAs can
interact and it has begun to integrate

“the consumerisation of IT”: em-
ployees who are used to powerful
. smartphones and tablet computers in
. their personal lives are now demand-
ing similar tools in their professional
ones. Now business schools are also,
coming to terms with students who are
tech savvy. S see
the way they integrate technology
with pedagogy as an opportunity
to differentiate themselves from the
B-school pack.

The beauty of MBA courses is that
students can try out new technologies
without fear of a serious backlash if
the trials don't pay off. “The threat
level is just a grade, not a career,” ex-
plains Michael Koenlg, the director of
MBA operations at the University of
Virginia’s Darden Graduate School of
Business, which is among the van-
guard of schools incorporating new
technologies in their programmes.

Yet thete are still concerns about
whether new technology in the class-
room will enhance the MBA experi-
ence or diminish it. Some professors
fret that embracing gadgets for
the sake of appearing “wired” will
detract from the quality of classroom
discussions. That has not deterred
schools from experimenting. Innova-
tions designed to help students man-

. IN the world of business they call it

age information more efficiently,
interact with their peers wherever
they are and imbibe important busi-
ness lessons via virtual simulations
areall being tested.

The pioneers are discovering that
some technologies are not yet ready
for prime time. Consider the experi-
ence of Darden. In a recent experi-
ment the business school gave a ran-
dom sample of MBA students Kindle
DX e-readers, as well
as standard printed

Apple iPad to see if that has
greater success.

As well as trying out gizmos
designed to help students handle
large volumes of content, schools |
are also using technology that
helps members of study teams to keep
in touch with one another. Darden, for
instance, has equipped some class-
rooms with widescreen TVs and soft-
ware that allow students who are off.
campus to share data
and opinions with

Second Life into a few of its courses.
One elective, focusing on business-to-
business marketing, requires students
to roam around the virtual world as-
sessing how firms are using its capa-
bilities to market their wares.

Schools are also using technology to
bring academic theory to life in other
ways. Some institutions use online
trading rooms to give students a taste
of how real financial markets work.
Other Web-based simulations that .

Collage by SURENDER

j  The students did

Education

handouts and text-
books for their first-
year courses, It then
encouraged them to
use the electronic ver-
sions instead of the
paper ones.

those who are on it.
“Qur job is to stretch
skills as well as
minds,” says Koenig,
who points out that
many executives
now need to be able
to influence virtual
teams they rarely
meet face-to-face.
Duke University's
Fuqua School of Busi-
ness has taken this
a step further, in-
stallinga Cisco “Telepresence” system

just that—and many
concluded that the
Kindle’s limitations
were too great to jus-
tify its widespread
adoption on the pro-
gramme. Switching between text,

www.credila.com
fi27+. 1800 209 3636 -
SMS: Credila to 53636

enhance the classroom experi-

THERE ARESTILL ence are becoming popular.

At Stanford, for instance,
CONCERNS ABOUT \ JamesLattin amarkelin’
WHETHER NEW professor, has workefl
TECHNOLOGY IN fy  with the school’s it team
THE CLASSROOM to create a Web-based
WILL ENHANCE programme that lets
THE MBA - students work in, and

EXPERIENCE OR
DIMINISH IT. SOME

run, a sales team tout-
ing a disruptive new
product. Using the sim-

graphs and charts, they complained,
took far longer than on paper-based al-
ternatives, This made it hard for them
to keep up with fast-paced class dis-
cussions. Nevertheless, some schools
are toying with the idea of testing the

in one of its lecture theatres. Giant
plasma screens and cameras display
life-size video images of people in re-
mote locations to an entire class. The
school reckons the new system allows
professors seamlessly to include over-

PROFESSORS FRET :tl,itl;:& ;o, xt‘:’;xlch then;
challenges of
E*XADEE'IMSBSOA g !rN},‘GE sales forecastinggehas‘
SAKE OF APPEARING e tae e sty st
8 ing, he says.
DETRACT FROM THE
QUALITY OF CLASSROOM e The:,:canomm
lewspaper
Limited 2010

DISCUSSIONS
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Some kind of foreign

mvestment la,w 1S needed

.laxantYada

forms in 1991 and although the = FDI will unshackle the insurance
" industry and drive growth. Simi-
* larly, the retail sector also has a

" huge potential in terms of invest-

INDIA‘ introduced financial re-

reforms were revolutionary in
nature, the government was hes}-.
tant in opening up all the sectors to’

foreign investors. As a result, the
reforms were half-hearted.

After two decades of the re-
forms, the scene is changing. Ama-
jor section of the In-

ernment may increase investment :
¢ap in insurance from 26% to 49%.

This is a welcome step. A higher

ment. Its benefits are improvement
in supply chain, skill development,
opportunity for greater sourcing
from India, and productivity im-
provement and growth

dian economy is now
open to the foreign in- IF WE

vestors. At the same COMPARE

time, there are sectors INDIAWITH
where the permissible QTHER

“inmarket size.

Other sectors such.
as banking, defence
and civil aviation are
in want of more invest-

percentage of FDI is DEVELOPIING " ment, which is only

way below the suffi-
cient level, Prominent

COUNTRIES,

possible by opening the
doors to foreign play-

among these sectors WEAREWAY  org They will bring

are insurance, retail, ‘BEHIND IN

banking and defence. ATTRACTING  rphisticated technology,
While retajl hasa 51% - FOREIGN '

cap in single brand oult- DIRECT.
NVESTMENT

let, in insurance, de- \]
fence and banking, the

in muchneeded so-

knowledge transfer,
linkages and spillover
todomesticfirms.

In order to maintain

FDI limit is 26%, 26%
and 49%, respectively, _

If we compare India with other
developing countries, we are way
behind them in attracting FDL
Last year, while China got an FDI
of $90 billion, for India the figure
was only $30 billion. According to
Anand Sharma, the commerce
minister, the country aims to at-
tract $50 billion of FDI up to 2012.
This can only be realised if India

fully opens up the earlier mehn- .

tioned sectors.
Earlier this year, in the Indo-US
CEOQ forum in Washington, the fi-

nance minister told that the gov- -

‘and bolster the current
rate of growth, it is
necessary for the government to
raise the investment cap in the sec-
tors where the permissible level of
investment is low. This will have a

" trickledown effect on the other sec-

tions of economy and will result in
higher growth. The government
can also think of some kind of for-
eign investment law, which facili-
tates an efficient FDI delivery and
management mechanism, -

TheauthorisastudentofMBA
(InternarzonalBusmess) 201¢-12,
o ITFT, NewDelhi
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Subramaniam  Ramadorai
might be a man of few words, but
he makes his opinions known ina
frank and straight forward man-
ner. Take for instance his views on
theongoing BlackBerrycontrover-
sy: “The call for a ban seems to be
unreasonable and draconian. We
needamore balanced approachfor
lawfulinterception.”
Ramadoraiisnotonlyanindustry
veteran but also a global icon. He
hasbeenassociatedwith Tata Con-
sultancy Services (TCS) for the
past 38years. He took over as CEO
in 1996 when ihe company’s rev-
enues wereat $160 millionand has
since then led the company
through some of its most exciting
Dphases, including its going public
in 2004. In October 2009, he stepped
down as CEOQ, leaving a $6 billion
global IT services company to his
successorand isnowthevice-chair-
manof thecompany. Heisalso the
chairman of Tata Elxsi, Tata
Technologies, CMCand CRL.
Nowadays, this Tata veteran
hastakenon theroleof chairman,

Business Action to Support the .

Information Society (BASIS), an
initiative of the International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC).
In a wideranging interview,
Ramadoral talks about internet
goverrfince issues, including data
protection, privacy, security, com-
munications infrastructure, and
coordination and technical man-
agementof theinternet. Excerpts:

Being a TCS veteran, what is
the role you see for yourself
at BASIS?

Itisan exciting new challenge
for metakingontheroleof BASIS
chair. BASIS has a strong reputa-
tionintheICTsectorandlampar-
ticularly looking forward to
broadening and strengthening
BASIS activities to support busi-
ness objectives in developing
regions around the world.

At BASIS, 1 see my role in a

number of ways. Oné is mentor- *
ingalotof youngpeople. Because -

at the end of the day, we want to
produce more leaders—technical
and general management lead-
ers—because the demand will
alwaysbe phenomenal. Second is
looking for strategic opportuni-
ties where the company should
look at 3 to 5 years down the road
etc, where you performalot more
of strategic role and amentoring
role rather than any operational
rolefromaday today basis.

The BlackBerry security issue
still remains unresolved. How
important is theissue of inter-
netprivacy in this regard?

The internet security and pri-
vacy of any data or any conversa-
tion isof paramountimportance.
There is no question about it. But
Ithink the solution to that is not
by just banning the usage of any-
thing, but more importantly by
certain ways of doing it. Weneed
toupgradeand modernise intelli-
gence and investigating agencies
sothatthey areequipped with the
latest tools and technologies to
interceptdata. Weneed toprovide
organisations like the National
TechnicalResearch Organisation
withrequisitefundingtoenhance
their capabilities so that they can
assistlaw-enforcementand inves-
tigating agencies. And then pre-
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INTERVIEW: S RAMADORAI

VICE-CHAIRMAN, TCS

“BlackBerry ban will

disconnect
rest of the world’

f

pare alawful interception policy
that can be implemented uni-
formly with full cooperation of
industry in a way that supports
the needs of investigating agen-
ciesand protectsthedatasecurity
needs of corporations. Bans and
calls for bans aren’t a solution.
They’lldisconnect Indiafrom the
restof theworld. .

So the challenge of misuse is
rooted not just in one device
or technology, but in society
in general?

Everything starts with that
because the greed is what makes
people do wrong things. But ulti-
mately the technology or the un-
derlying infrastructure permits

' themtodoitforgoodorbad. Sothe

whole issue of data privacy, data
security, and monitoring has to
‘happen whether we like it or not.
Having said that, what is the best
‘way to ensure that the right pro-
tections are available and that's

We néed toupgradeand
modernise intelligence
and investigating
agencies sothat theyare |
equipped with thelatest

tools andtechnoldgiwto .

interceptdata ,." ,

what is being attempted. In any
system, even in a bank if itis a
conventionalbank, fraudsdohap-
pen. We had the security scam
when we had the regulations in
the stock exchange. We have had
the Wall Street problems because
of excessive greed. SoIthink that
we have to keep pushing the way
welearnanddothingsandcollab-
orate. At the end of the day, some
of this mishaps have to be min-
imised, but to say that it can be
completely eliminated is a very
impossibletask.

E-governance programmes
such as Aadhaar are being
rolled out on a grand scale.
How will internet governance
benefit thecommon manin the
country?

When you look at the UID pro-
ject and any database that exists
which can be monetised or used
as a medium for serving the citi-
zens in terms of government to

Indiafrom

citizen,orbusinesstobusiness,or
citizen to citizen, I think it be-
comes extremely important
because that is the source of the
data and source of services
around the data for the citizens.
SoIthink that anybody who pro-
vides a service to the citizens is
going to be governed by a set of
rules regulations. The latest
beingif you saw thelaunch of the
mobile trading based on Sebi’s
approval. It is again a way to
increase the accessibility to a
small investor or a retail investor
inany partof the country.
Mobile or Internet-based trad-
ingis going to be very fundamen-
tal beyond the screen-based trad-
ing or the broker-based trading
which we currently do. I think
that democratising the whole
access of anything to the citi-
2ens is the fundamental
* premise on all of this and
that's what we need to
ensure that the digital
divide or the digital inclu-
sionhappens.

What are the learnings

Forum in Lithuania,
which could benefit
the global internet
community?
.. Thebiggestlearning
was' the ‘collaborative
call for action where
multi stakeholders get
together and then pub-
lish the proceedings at
the end of the sessions.
All the sessions were
streamed also so that you
could participate in an
online mode from any lo-
cation. And then there
wereissuesthatareof rele-
vance today, whether it is
commerce we talked about,
whetheritisthedatasecuri-
ty and the privacy, or the
social networks and the im-
pact of that on the society. So
they go from very broad topics
to very specific topics as it is
appliedontheground.
Finance, micro financing was
another topic that was discussed
at length. The proceedings are
published and people must go
through those proceedings to see
what is really happening in the
worldincludinginIndia. Andalso
the commitments of countries

from the recently held °
Internet Governance

Y2

when Lithuania was chosen;
Lithuaniais one of the earliest to
adopt 4G and they have alréady
deployed 4G on the ground.
Similarly when we had the
meetingin Egypt, that wasa com-
mitted country which wants to
come into the set of developing
nations where internetasamedi-
um isgoingtobeused extensively.
Hyderabad was chosen before
that because our country is defi-
nitely wanting to be in the policy
making as well as a commitment
by the Internet Governance Fo-
rum that India is important and
they should participate in the pol-
icy making because of the size,
scale, and the number of citizens
‘weare goingtobe impacting.

What is the role that BASIS
has played in establishing
a positive environment in
which policy makers could
accelerate the development of
information society?

Ithink the key role they have
played is in terms of a number of
policies where there is equal
opportunity for ‘anybody. They
have published a number of stan-
dards and influenced the stan-
dards making with regard to
transactions, whether they are
payments through the internet
and or data privacy or data inter-
change. They alsohave the capac-
ity building related issues with
regard to how do you ideate, how
do you implement, and how do
youcarry itforward.

BASISisenablingoneatavery
basic level and understanding of
what the internet does, as well as
engaging a lot of policy makers
and lot of youth to deliberate on
the happenings.

'
What kind of opportunities
BASIScouldbringtothecorpo-
ratesin India? :

Corporates are going to be
usingmoreandmoreof thismedi-
umasaway todisseminateandor
sell their products and services.

- Underlyingthatisthewholeissue

of data security, data integrity,
protecting client’s information
etc. I think that the corporates
must ‘participate to influence
some of this decision making,
otherwise it will be purely
academic or a government or a

. country which will take the lead

- the world.

and then put the policies, which
may be not the right way to do it
or it may be detrimental to the
commerce itself.

If youlook at India, it is one of
the most critical growth part of
the world. And with the kind of
broadband vision of the country
with regard to touching every
part of the country through
broadband, the last mile could be
a wireless broadband and then
the optical fibre may reach as
close to the village or as close to
thedistribution point. .

1think it is only a question of
time before every form of service
is going to ride on top of this
broadband infrastructure. And
then the necessary policies
andthelearningsforcommerceis
going to be very critical. So to
thatextent, it is extremely impor-
tant for us to understand what
happens intheseforumsbasedon
the learnings and on the needs.
Any experience we build here *
can be taken to other parts of

f22
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LW T[T MONTEK EMPHASISES ON NEED FOR COMMITMENT AMONG NATIONS TO REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS *

Need to envision sustainable development for India: Bhutan PM
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- Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Lyonchhoen Jigme Y Thinley and R S Pawar during the PanlIT conclave in
Greater Noida. AMIT MEHRA

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GREATER NOIDA, OCTOBER 31

HUTANESE  Prime
BMinister Lyonchhoen
Jigme Y Thinley on
Sunday lauded the role of the
Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy and spoke of IITians as
“global leaders” during the
closing plenary session of the
Eighth PanIIT Conclave 2010
on “Building a Sustainable Fu-
ture: The Green Society”.
Thinley appreciated the role
of I[ITs in India’s growth. “You
have in fact exceeded that
role.” He underliped the chal-
lenges that India faces in the

- face of rapid growth. “The

challenge faced by India is to
see that the growth that has
taken place sustains. You have
to ensure the sustainable de-
velopment of India.”
Addressing the gathering of
IIT alumni, he said, “We ad-
mire you. As a well-wisher of
India, the increase in its GDP
also raises our prospects.”

" He, however, maintained
that there is a conflict between
green and growth. “When we
talk of sustainable develop-
ment, we talk of survival.”

Thinley also said the pros-
perity achieved by India in the
last 20 years is “amazing”.
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Vocation at school

India’s jobs challenge needs meaningful
ways of skilling the labour force

PEAKING at the 8th pan-IIT
conference last week, Union
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
dropped a hint on how to tackle this
problem by highlighting the need
for a comprehensive skill develop-
.ment programme and a Vocational
| Education Qualification Frame-
work; the latter would help enable
students to opt for a vocation as
early as in standard VI ynder the
CBSE system, That would, in turn,
enable school leavers to be directly
employed as skilled workers by the
secondary sector — mainly manu-
facturing, but also construction.

‘The challenge of creating jobs is '

a daunting one: agriculture con-
tinues to over-employ people who
need to be absorbed into either in-
dustry or services. Many jobs have
indeed been created in the broad
category of white collar services
over the last two decades. Unfor-
tunately, fewer have been created
in what could be broadly called
“blue collar” industry and service
sector jobs {skilled machine opera-
tors, electricians, plumbers,
skilled masons to name a few) —
perhaps because of a shortage of
skills. But it's important to change
that. There is after all, a limit to
which white collar services jobs

can absorb India’s fast-growing
workforce. Remember, post-liber-
alisation, there is little room for
relatively “unskilled” workers in
white collar jobs (the omnipresent
class IV employee in the govern-
ment). And, in an economy where
skills are scarce, the challenge too
will be to pro-actively offer people
chances to constantly retool their
skill sets.

Integrating vocational educa-
tion as an optional stream with
regular schooling would be agood
way to mainstream the acquisition

 of skills at a relatively early age.

The economy is certainly going to
need plenty of vocationally-
trained skilled workers over the
next decade. At the very least, the
government is committed to
spending $1 trillion on infrastruc-
ture between 2012-2017, That will
obviously involve a massive
amount of skilled work, which will
require plenty of skilled workers to
execute it. Also, once there is a
greater demand for, and higher
premium paid to skilled workers,
people will inevitably begin to
abandon their reflexive prejudice
in favour of white collar services
jobs. That would be a start of a gen-
uinely virtuous circle.

“But the question now is,
how to sustain that develop-
ment? There can be no sus-
tainable future without a sus-
tainable past and present.”

“According to estimates, we
will need three times the re-
sources available on this planet
by 2050. Where shall we get
that from?”"

At the -three-day PanIIT
Conclave, inaugurated by
President Pratibha Patil on
Friday, various speakers, in-
cluding industrialists, acade-
micians and former IITians,
gathered for brainstorming
and networking.

The theme of this year’s
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Conclave was “Sustainable
Transformation — Our New
India”. X

Planning Commission
Deputy Chairman Montek
Singh Ahluwalia, who was
among the speakers, also em-
phasised on the challenge In-
dia is facing in the wake of cli-
mate change and the need for
commitment among nations to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Jeffrey Sachs also ad-
dressed the gathering through
video-conferencing from New
York.

About 2 lakh IITians from
across India and abroad have
come to attend the'conclave.



ANUBHUTI VISHNO1
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 31

T the PanIIT Conference that
concluded on Sunday, bigwigs
of the Indian Institutes of
Technology were unanimous on im-
proving their brand value and quality.
But there was one among them who
sought drastic reforms and a change
in the governance system of India’s
premier technology colleges — B
* Muthuraman, Chairman of the Board
of Governors of IIT Kharagpur.
Muthuraman made two critical ob-
servations. First, he felt the IIT Board
of Governors were becoming redun-
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‘Centre should stop interfering in lITs’

dant with no more than a “two-way
oconversation” between the IIT Direc-
tor and the Chairman alone. Second,
he said it was high time New Delhi
stopped interfering in the ITTS even
though it was the funding agency.

Calling for separation of teaching
and administration, Muthuraman said
while there had been sweeping
changes in the last 50 years, there was
nochange in the way the IlTs were be-
ing governed.

“This is untenable...will crack. The
ITTS are bursting at their seams and
some fundamental changes are
needed,” Muthuraman said during a
plenary session on “The IIT system-

Vision and Emerging Challenges”.

Muthuraman said making the IIT
Director in charge of everything —
from teaching to the IIT real estate,
hospitals and IIT marketing — was
like asking an outstanding surgeon to
runa hospital.

He said the negative effects were
being seen at TS already, with a defi-
nite erosion in quality of students being
churned out of the institutes visible to
recruiters.

Terming the current system of Board
of Governors at IT'Ts an ineffective one,
Muthuraman pointed out that the
board had no real powers at all. '

He said the was aneed toswitchtoa

p-11

12-15 member Board of Governors
with representatives from alumni, in-
dustry, academics from other insti-
tutes and make it an effective adminis-
trativebody.
Muthuraman said decisions were
_not taken at the Board, teachers were
unavailable for students and the IIT in-
frastructure was bursting at its seams,

Other panelists consisting of ITT Di- .

rectors and Chairmen of IIT Board of
Governors said the institutes needed
to actively pursue research, make a
mark on intemnational academic rat-
ing charts, rejig their governance struc-
tures and focus on quality to retain
their brand equity.
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[IMs, IITs asked to
encourage students
to opt for rural sector

PTI
NEW DELHI

IN AN effort to bring in professional
hands in rural development sector, the
government has suggested IMs, HTs
‘and other select institutes to design a
matching curriculum in their courses to
encourage young talents towards the
*emerging opportunities” in the field.
The suggestion was made to the se-
lect professional institutions by the ru-
ral development ministry at a work-
shop organised by it in Rajasthan on
October 20. Union minister for rural
development C P Joshi suggested the
professional institutes that the students
_can undertake internship to assodate
themselves with the process, said a
ministry official.
“This will be mutually beneficial
as the youth of the country will get ex-
posure to issues felated to rural devel-
opment and grassroot development
process will be strengthened through
professional support,” the offidial said.

A month ago, the ministry suggest-'
ed to the states to create a panchayat

service cadre and appoint at least four
persons — one with a degree in MBA
and another in engineering —in each
panchayat for the implementation of
various rural development schemes,

- promising that it will pmwdé them -

funds to meet initial expendlture on
salaries for eight years.

The ministry proposed that 80% of
the salaries of these staff will be given
by the Centre in first year and it will
gradually be reduced and finally the re-

sponsibility for payment will totally be
left on the states after eight years.

The proposed scheme, in its first
phase of implementation, will be appli-
cable to the districts where over 100

crore funds of NREGA is being spent or

to the panchayats where population is
between 4,000 to 5,000.

“We need dedicated and profes-
sional hands in rural areas for better
implementation of government

schemes. There is huge shortage of |

dedicated staff in panchayts. The pro-
posal made to states with respect to
creation of panchayat service cadre is

worked out to give it a final shape af-

ter we received views and inputs from
the states,” the offidal said.

The ministry has also asked the

states to appoint dedicated staff in each

panchayat for effective implementa-

tion of rural development schemes.

“For this too, the ministry wants that
candidates to be appointed should
have a degree in MBA or engmeemg.
the offidal said.
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%80 cr needed to restore IIAS glory

i Director of the prestigioué institute calls for industry
donations to fund repairs of the 1888 building

PRATIBHA CHAUHAN
Taisune NEws Service

$HmLA, OCTOBER 31
The Viceregal Lodge hous-
ing the Indian Institute of
Advanced Study (IIAS)
here is looking towards
industry titans like Ratan
Tata, Anand Mahindra and
. the Narayan Murthy family
“to bestow on it the same
. generosity they have show-
. sred on Harvard and other
- foreign universities.
[ Theimposing Victorian edi-
fice, which remained the res-
idence of the Viceroy of India
during the British rule and
later the Rashtrapati Niwas, is
‘waiting for industry giants to
Jelp push through its conser-
“ition and restoration plan,
“which has failed to take off
juwam of funds.
*The institute came into
gbemg o October 20, 1965,
i@ has been a temporary
“pome for scholars and
 mssarchers from all over the
world in quest of academic
tesearch. A heritage struc-
gre completed in July 1888
\ader Lord Dufferin, it not
tly remained the seat of
jower, but was also witness
g several events in the his-
#ry of India before Partition.
3 today threatened with

The Indian Institute of Advanced Study building
in Shimla. Tribune photo: Amit Kanwar

I The heritage structure (The Viceregal Lodge) was com-
pleted in July, 1888, under Lord Dufferin

1 Itremained the residence of the Viceroy of India during the
British rule and later the Rashtrapati Niwas

t The Indian Institute of Advanced Study came into being on
October 20, 1865. it is now spread over 110 acres.

structural distress and deterio-
ration, including cracks in
slone masonry, even as it is
under the care of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI).
The leakages along the roof
and rotting of structural wood
have necessitated restoration
and repair which would require
funds to the tune of about Rs
80 crore. The campus is now
spread over 110 acres.

“The generosity shown by
Ratan Tata in giving $50 mil-
lion to Harvard Business
School, and $10 million by
Anand Mahindra to Harvard
Humanities Centre is cer-
tainly appreciable, but it has
set us wondering: why can’t
some philanthropist fund our
own conservation plan,”
quips Prof Peter Ronald de
Continued on page 8

T80cr

needed to |

- restore
IIAS glory

From page 1.
Souza, Director of the LIAS.
He says he wili be person-

ally writing to philanthro-

pists to help execute the mas-

ter plan using adaptive prin-

ciples, prepared painstak-
ingly by experts headed by
conservation architect Abha

- Narain Lambah.

The restoration master
plan, - which has been
approved by the governing

body of the institute, will

also be pursued with the
Planning Commission of

India by submitting the pro- -
posal to the Human Resource -

Development Ministry.
Howeéver, getting the money
docsn't seem an easy task
and “to get it in one go is

. almost next to impossible”.

“I like to describe the

" institute as “a great idea in

a grand building” and 1
hope the government wilt
also realise its unique char-
acter as. we cannot be

clubbed in a cluster with -

other institutes,” says de
Souza, emphasising the

stature and uniqueness of

the institute. However, he

‘adds that the government

has been very supportive

. s0 far and the budget of the

IIAS has doubled over the
past three years.
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